Montali was kind enough to draw our attention to a paper by Sass and Montali entitled "Spontaneous Fibro-osseous Lesions in Aging Female Mice." This paper, which appeared in Lab Anim Sci 30:907-909, 1980, describes the same fibroosseous change reported by us. Their mice were in two carcinogenesis bioassays and they report the same sex bias, in that 99 of 228 females were affected but only one of 226 males. The change, as in our mice, was mainly in sternebrae and occurred in both control and treated mice. The frequency in control female mice, however, was much higher than we reported. They also reported a "high incidence of ovarian cysts and cystic adenomatous hyperplasia of the uterus, suggesting a hormonal disturbance."
Dr. Montali feels that the attention of readers of Veterinary Pathology should be drawn to the change reported in these two papers because, in his view, it is a common lesion of which they should be aware.
Yours sincerely, D. C. Dodd C. D. Port
